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Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
(The assessment process)

How is this 
information 
evaluated, 

integrated and 
transmitted to 
policymakers?

U.S. Climate Change Science 
Program

 U.S. Global Change 
Research Program
 Assessments

U.S. National Assessment

National Academy of Sciences
Study Process

Published in refereed 
literature

Scientist-authors are 
nominated by 

governments to 
assess the state of 

the science

Draft documents are 
reviewed by experts 
who did NOT write 
the draft.  // Open 

review as well

Draft revised

Review by 
government officials 

// Final language // 
All agree

IPCC CLIMATE 
REPORTS

2001
2007

What we know + uncertainty
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IPCC Report Process

Note
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